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placent optimism be impossible, the world was never
so full of interest.    When we complain of the stress
and strain and over-excitement of modern society we
indicate,  I think, a real evil;   but we also tacitly
admit that no one has any excuse for being dull.    In
every direction there  is  abundant opportunity for
brave and thoughtful men to find the fullest occupa-
tion for whatever energy they may possess.    There
is work to be found everywhere in this sense, and
none  but the most  torpid can find an excuse for
joining   the   spiritually   unemployed.     The  fields,
surely, are white for the harvest, though there are
weeds enough to  be extirpated,  and  hard enough
furrows to be ploughed.    We know what has been
done in the field of physical science.    It has made
the world  infinite.    The days of  the   old  pagan,
"suckled in some creed outworn/'are regretted  in
Wordsworth's sonnet; for the old pagan held to the
poetical view that a star was the chariot of a deity.
The poor deity, however, had, in fact, a duty as
monotonous as that of a driver in the Underground
Railway.   To us a star is a signal of a new world j
it suggests universe beyond universe;  sinking into
the infinite abysses of space; we see worlds forming
or decaying and raising at every moment problems
of a strange fascination.    The prosaic truth is really
more poetical than the old figment of the childish